Mock Exam Preparation – Unit 1: Understanding and Producing Non Fiction Texts
Section A Question 3: Sample response: 
The question, ‘were we in the gully?’ is very effective and very tense. By this point in the story, we have realised that they are on a mountain-side and are trying to get to a camp. This is a dangerous situation and the fact they do not know where they are suggests they are in trouble. The question here makes the reader doubt the safety of the characters. ‘Panic’ implies that Pete has seen something which means he is in the wrong place; he might not make it. This is all very tense and exciting to read and makes you want to know what will happen to them.
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1. In the paragraph above, identify where the answer shows interpretation and understanding of the quotations.
2. How could the response above be improved? 
3. Try writing your own response to this question, using the mark scheme to help. [PEW]
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Explain which
parts of Pete
Boardman’s story
of the return to
Camp 6 you find
tense

and exciting.
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AGZi English Skills
AO3i English Language
Mark Band 4 « engages, in detail, with the tension and excitement created in the text
“‘perceptive’ « offers perceptive explanations and interpretations of the text
“detailed «  employs appropriate quotations or references to support ideas
78 marks
Mark Band 3 « shows clear understanding of the tension and excitement created in the text
“clear 'relevant «  clearly explains and begins to interpret relevant parts of the text
56 marks «  employs relevant quotations or references to support understanding and
interpretation
Mark Band 2 « shows some engagement with the tension and excitement n the text
“some’ o attempts to make comments to explain tension and excitement
“attempts’ «  offers some quotations or references to support ideas
34 marks
Mark Band 1 « shows limited engagement with the tension and excitement in the text
“limited o offers limited or simple comments to explain
12 marks o may offer copying or irrelevant quotation
0 Marks Nothing to reward





