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Both of the writers present and challenge people’s assumptions about prisons. The
Newgate prisoner explains how, “Strong and stony as the prison seems to passers-by, it
looks much stonier and stronger to the men who enter it.” He uses the adjectives “strong”
and “stony” to describe how people see the prison. These adjectives are negative and
imply its hardness and brutality. As a prisoner, he agrees with their view, but uses the
comparative adjectives “stronger” and “stonier” to show the reader that this hardness and
brutality becomes much more severe and terrifying to an actual prisoner. This shows the
reader that the experience of being an actual inmate is unimaginable. The Holloway
prisoner also presents the idea that “Many people think that prison must be a terrifying
place with lots of violent women locked behind bars.” The adjectives “terrifying” and
“violent” show the extremely negative perspective that people have of prisons. However
the writer then contradict this perspective, disagreeing with this impression by saying
simply, “It isn’t.” This simple, short sentence dismisses the impression clearly, dramatically
and absolutely for the reader before the prisoner goes on to explain prison life quite
positively.





