"There was a gravity in his manner and a quiet so profound that all talked stopped when he spoke. His authority was so great that his word was taken on any subject, be it politics or love." Slim. The use of the words "authority" and "quiet" provide a sharp contrast to Curley who is anything but. He commands respect without trying, whereas Curley tries to command respect from everyone and simply looks ridiculous. The mention of "politics or love" gives an insight into two concerns the men woud have at the time - both are topics which the men probably talk about a lot, but in both arenas they are powerless. 

"He glanced coldly at George and then at Lennie. His arms gradually bent at the elbows and his hands closed into fists. He stiffened and went into a slight crouch. His glance was at once calculating and pugnacious." Curley is a fighter in every aspect of his life and sees everything as a competition - one he is currently losing. His wife's failure to be controlled by him means that he has to find other ways to look "manly". The word "caluclating" here reveals however that he will not take on someone if thinks he might lose.

"The old man came slowly into the room. He had his broom in his hand. And at his heels there walked a drag-footed sheep dog, gray of muzzle, and with pale, blind old eyes." Candy and his dog represent the fate of the men on the ranches. With no family and no welfare state, there is little dignity in old age - just poverty and pain. The death of Candy's dog both foreshadows the death of Lennie and provides a poignant comment on the treatment of the elderly.
'George said, "She’s gonna make a mess. They’s gonna be a bad mess about her. She’s a jail bait all set on the trigger. That Curley got his work cut out for him. Ranch with a bunch of guys on it ain’t no place for a girl, specially like her.”' Curley's wife is mistrusted and with good reason. She does not 'know her place' which is in the house doing domestic chores. Curley has married a mere child - barely out of her teens - who does not understand the danger she poses to the men. She presents herself like a screen idol - heavily made up and wearing red (the colour of sex and danger) but in fact what she is looking for is company.

“Yeah. Nice fella too. Got a crooked back where a horse kicked him. The boss gives him hell when he’s mad. But the stable buck don’t give a damn about that. He reads a lot. Got books in his room.” Crooks represents prejudice, isolation and racism in the novel. He is the only coloured man on the ranch and is not welcome in the bunkhouse. What is interesting about Crooks is that he doesn't care if the Boss abuses him - this may be because he considers himself lucky to have a job or because he has closed himself off emotionally so that he can't be hurt. 























George
' I could live so easily'  here we see the friendship between George and Lennie and the difference between their relationship and those of the ranch hands.
' I could stay in a cat house all night' here we get a real insight into the lives of the ranch hands and the lives of Lennie and George.
' We got a future' the first signs of the main theme 'The American Dream' come through here as we see that George and Lennie want to strive towards a better life than one of a ranch hand.
' We got somebody to talk to'  the companionship between George and Lennie is very unusual in the time period of this book and the fact that they have each other makes them unique. Other characters such as Carlson, Slim,Candy and Crooks all represent the theme of loneliness and friendship in some way.
' don't even take a look at that bitch' various messages are displayed in this quote, for example there is a sense of prejudice as George judges Curleys wife right from the start by looking at the way she acts.Also, a sense of foreshadowing comes through as he is obviously trying to stop Lennie from becoming attracted to her as it might lead to a similar event to the one in Weed.
'Get um Lennie, don't let him do it' George has a sense of parental control over Lennie as he orders him to retaliate during the fight with Curley. Also , this shows that  George could not face seeing Lennie get hurt as he has a strong friendship with  him and feels a responsibility over him.
'You crazy-son-of-a-bitch' here we see the frustrations of George living with Lennie, showing that he sticks by him despite Lennie constantly getting into trouble.
' hide in the brush till I come for you' this is a huge quote in the novel as straight from the start it shows that things are going to go wrong for Lennie and George.
' made me seem goddamn smart alongside of him' here George opens up to Slim about Lennie ,  which not only shows Georges relationship with Lennie but shows how Slim understands their friendship.
' We got eachother' this quote is pretty self explanatory as it shows the companionship even at the end when George kills Lennie.
' I never been mad,' this shows that although Lennie is frustrating, George never really wanted to split from Lennie.

Lennie
George tells Lennie to 'hide in the brush' look at George section for explanation.
'make 'um stop George' the parental relationship is displayed by this as Lennie looks to George for help , almost like a child wanting their mother.
'smiled helplessly in an attempt to make friends' Lennie tries to make friends with Crooks which represents the theme of friendship but also shows how the prejudice has brought the 'bindle bums' together.
' gonna let me tend the rabbits' here we see Lennie's dream within his and Georges dream of owning a farm and being self sufficient. The fact that they have a dream together in itself shows the companionship between the two.
' Don't go yellin' he said, and he shook her' the violent side of Lennie is shown here as he kills Curleys wife, but his innocence is also shown as he doesn't realise she is dead.
' I done another bad thing' the list of bad things is endless and this is the moment in which the american dream comes in to play again as he has shattered Candy, George, Curleys wife and his own dream.
' me an' you' even when Lennie has done a bad thing, he still knows that George is there for him, and he is with George at the start and at the end.
'Le's do it now. Le's get that place now' George makes Lennie think about the dream before he dies, Lennie carries his dream till the end.

Slim
' I can see Lennie ain't a bit mean' it is evident that Slim has a great understanding of Lennie and George's relationship whereas characters such as Carlson only believe that is it for exploitive reasons.
'Slim asked calmly' here we get a real sense of Slims personality and how he has a way about him when he is inviting George to offload onto him.
' You lay off me' Slim says this to Curley which brings in the element of conflict into play as Curley as this issue with Slim about status within the ranch as he accuses Slim of being with his wife.
' You hadda George, I swear you hadda' Slims qualities come through here as he knows that George needs comforting and reassurance in killing Lennie.
' a guy got to sometimes' Slims understanding is shown yet again as he knows what George had to do and understands what he is going through.
'that ain't no good George' Slim puts shooting Lennies into Georges mind as he knows that Lennie would suffer in jail.
'Slim's opinions were law' Slim has power and control over the ranch due to the respect he gets.
' maybe you better stay here with your wife' Slim suggests this to Curley in an attempt to stop Curley from shooting Lennie in the gut.
'majesty' 'royalty' 'authority' 'prince' 'tall'
'I think you got your han' caught in a machine' Slim takes control of the situation after the fight , showing his power

Candy
'I ought to of shot that dog myself ' in resemblance of Lennie and Georges companionship, Candy felt he had a responsibility over his dog.
' let no stranger shoot my dog ' showing that the ranch hands are not his friends and he prejudice made him powerless.
' bindle bum' prime example of prejudice as Lennie, Candy and Crooks are all classed as the 'bindle bums'
'Tell ya what Lennie I been figuring out about those rabbits' Candy shares the dream with Lennie and George as it is a way out of  life of prejudice.
' S'pose I went in with you guys' Candy sees his opportunity to achieve his dream.
Curleys wife
' They left all the weak ones here' here we see how Curleys wife is prejudice but is also subject to it so she tries to maintain power over people lower in the ranch hierarchy.
' Think i don't like to talk to somebody' we see the softer side of her, the theme of friendship and loneliness come into play here as she has a lonely existence which leads to her craving attention and therefore being referred to as a 'tart'
'Bindle bums'
'jail bait'
'I coulda made somethin' of myself' here we see Curleys wifes dream of being a hollywood actress.
' I don't like Curley. He aint a nice fella.' she married out of spite for her mother as she blames her for her failure to be in Hollywood so she has married into a life of oppression.
'This guy says i was a natural' she only had the false hop put into her so the man she met could sleep with her, her dream was unrealistic.
' Your kinda a nice fella' here we can see the real her as she shows the theme of friendship and how lonely she is.
‘so I married Curley' this quote gives a sense of rebellion against her mother and how she made a big mistake marrying Curley.

Crooks
'you go on get outta my room' because Lennie is inferior to him intellectually, Crooks feels this sense of power that he never has because of his race so he therefore takes advantage of this and is mean to Lennie. Also, the fact that Lennie is not welcome in the barn shows that Crooks is trying to hang on to the only property he has.
' Don't come in a place where you're not wanted' yet again Crooks is expressing this power over Lennie.
' They play cards in there, but I can't play because I'm black' this  shows the racism that he is subject to at the ranch and displays the social beliefs at the time of the book.
' who hurt George?' by Lennie demanding this it shows that Crooks has hurt him by trying to keep a bit of power.
' I tell ya a guy gets too lonely an' he gets sick' loneliness and prejudice are shown here as he has nobody to talk to due to the racism in the ranch.
'An' never a Goddamn one of em gets it' Crooks reinforces the sense of foreshadowing as he knows that the American Dream is unlikely.
'got a piece of land in his head'
' They never get none under their hand' he doesn't think it is possible to get the dream.
'why I'd come an' lend a hand' showing that he also has a dream and he sees it as a way out of the prejudice on the ranch like Candy.


Curley
'well, next time you answer when you're spoken to' he tries to implement some control as he tries to make up for his lack of height in respect but chooses to get it through fighting which is the opposite to Slim.
'come on, ya big bastard' he picks on bigger people to gain respect as he has this dream of being the alpha male on the ranch.
' no big son-of-a-bitch is gonna laugh at me' there is a pattern as he always uses conflict, you never see another side of Curley.
His wife says ' I don't like Curley' suggesting that he is lonely as well.
' I'm gonna shoot the guts outta that big bastard myself' yet again the issue of size comes into it and he is more bothered about regaining his pride by getting revenge for his hand than worrying about his wife.

Carlson
' lets get it over with' he doesn't understand companionship, so he manages the shooting of Candy's dog in a very selfish manner.
' now what the hell ya suppose is eating them two guys?' yet again he doesn't understand what George has just been through when sooting Lennie due to his lack of friendship.
'How'd you do it?' he asks George this question expecting that George will be proud of the way in which he shot Lennie as characters like Carlson and Curley would have regarded it almost as a trophy.
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•

Candy is the oldest ranch hand. He lost his right 

hand in an accident at work.

•

He is the 'swamper' - the man who cleans the 

bunkhouse. He knows he will be thrown out and put 

'on the county' when he is too old to work.

•

Because of this, he accepts what goes on and 

doesn't challenge anything: he can't afford to lose 

his job.

•

He has a very old dog, which he has had from a 

pup. It is his only friend and companion. 

•

"The old man came slowly into the room. He had 

his broom in his hand. And at his heels there walked 

a drag-footed sheep dog, gray of muzzle, and with 

pale, blind old eyes."

•

Carlson insists on shooting the dog because he 

claims it is too old and ill to be of any use. Candy is 

devastated.

•

He is lonely and isolated, but makes friends with 

George and Lennie and offers his compensation 

money to help them all to buy a ranch together and 

achieve their dream.

•

When he finds Curley's wife dead, he is furious, as 

he knows instantly that Lennie was involved and that 

they have lost their chance of achieving their dream.
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Candy is the oldest ranch hand. He lost his right hand in an accident at work.

He is the 'swamper' - the man who cleans the bunkhouse. He knows he will be thrown out and put 'on the county' when he is too old to work.

Because of this, he accepts what goes on and doesn't challenge anything: he can't afford to lose his job.

He has a very old dog, which he has had from a pup. It is his only friend and companion. 

"The old man came slowly into the room. He had his broom in his hand. And at his heels there walked a drag-footed sheep dog, gray of muzzle, and with pale, blind old eyes."

Carlson insists on shooting the dog because he claims it is too old and ill to be of any use. Candy is devastated.

He is lonely and isolated, but makes friends with George and Lennie and offers his compensation money to help them all to buy a ranch together and achieve their dream.

When he finds Curley's wife dead, he is furious, as he knows instantly that Lennie was involved and that they have lost their chance of achieving their dream.
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•

Slim is the jerkline skinner (lead mule-team 

driver) at the ranch. He is excellent at his job.

•

He is the natural leader at the ranch. Everyone 

respects his views and looks up to him.

•

He has a quiet dignity: he doesn't need to assert 

himself to have authority.

•

"there was a gravity in his manner and a quiet so 

profound that all talked stopped when he spoke. 

His authority was so great that his word was taken 

on any subject, be it politics or love."

•

He understands the relationship between George 

and Lennie. He helps George at the end and 

reassures George that he did the right thing.

•

We know little else about him, which gives him a 

slightly mysterious quality. Do you think he is too 

good to be true?
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Slim is the jerkline skinner (lead mule-team driver) at the ranch. He is excellent at his job.

He is the natural leader at the ranch. Everyone respects his views and looks up to him.

He has a quiet dignity: he doesn't need to assert himself to have authority.

"there was a gravity in his manner and a quiet so profound that all talked stopped when he spoke. His authority was so great that his word was taken on any subject, be it politics or love."

He understands the relationship between George and Lennie. He helps George at the end and reassures George that he did the right thing.

We know little else about him, which gives him a slightly mysterious quality. Do you think he is too good to be true?
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•

Curley is the boss's son, so he doesn't need 

to work like the ordinary ranch hands, and he 

has time to kill.

•

He's little - so he hates big guys.

•

He is a prize-fighter and looks for 

opportunities for a fight.

•

"He glanced coldly at George and then at 

Lennie. His arms gradually bent at the elbows 

and his hands closed into fists. He stiffened 

and went into a slight crouch. His glance was 

at once calculating and pugnacious."

•

He is newly-married and is very possessive of 

his wife - but he still visits brothels.

•

There is a rumour that he wears a glove filled 

with Vaseline to keep his hand soft for his 

wife.

Learning Objective: To explore some of the characters of the novel
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Curley is the boss's son, so he doesn't need to work like the ordinary ranch hands, and he has time to kill.

He's little - so he hates big guys.

He is a prize-fighter and looks for opportunities for a fight.

"He glanced coldly at George and then at Lennie. His arms gradually bent at the elbows and his hands closed into fists. He stiffened and went into a slight crouch. His glance was at once calculating and pugnacious."

He is newly-married and is very possessive of his wife - but he still visits brothels.

There is a rumour that he wears a glove filled with Vaseline to keep his hand soft for his wife.
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•

She is newly married to Curley.

•

We never know her name - she is merely 

Curley's 'property' with no individual identity.

•

She is young, pretty, wears attractive clothes and 

curls her hair.

•

She seems flirtatious and is always hanging 

around the bunk-house.

•

She is lonely - there are no other women to talk 

to and Curley is not really interested in her.

•

"What kinda harm am I doin' to you? Seems like 

they ain't none of them cares how I gotta live. I 

tell you I ain't used to livin' like this. I coulda

made somethin' of myself."

•

She doesn't like Curley - she tells Lennie that she 

only married him when she didn't receive a letter 

she'd been promised to get into Hollywood.

•

She is naive.

Learning Objective: To explore some of the characters of the novel
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She is newly married to Curley.

We never know her name - she is merely Curley's 'property' with no individual identity.
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•

Crooks is the black stable hand or buck.

•

He is the only permanent employee at the ranch, since he 

injured his back in an accident. His back gives him constant 

pain.

•

He is the only black man around and is made to be isolated 

by his colour - he can't go into the bunk-house or socialise 

with the men.

•

He is always called the 'nigger' by the men, which shows 

how racism is taken for granted. The men don't mean to 

insult Crooks every time they call him this, but they never 

think to use his name

•

All this has made him proud and aloof.

•

He is lonely.

•

"S'pose you didn't have nobody. S'pose you couldn't go 

into the bunk house and play rummy 'cause you were 

black... A guy needs somebody - to be near him... I tell ya a 

guy gets too lonely an' he gets sick."

•

The only time he mixes with the ranch hands socially is 

when they pitch horseshoes - and then he beats everyone!

•

He has his own room near the stables and has a few 

possessions. He has books, which show he is intelligent and 

an old copy of the California Civil Code, which suggests he is 

concerned about his rights.

•

He has seen many men come and go, all dreaming of 

buying a piece of land, but is now cynical, as no one has 

ever achieved it.
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Crooks is the black stable hand or buck.

He is the only permanent employee at the ranch, since he injured his back in an accident. His back gives him constant pain.

He is the only black man around and is made to be isolated by his colour - he can't go into the bunk-house or socialise with the men.

He is always called the 'nigger' by the men, which shows how racism is taken for granted. The men don't mean to insult Crooks every time they call him this, but they never think to use his name

All this has made him proud and aloof.

He is lonely.

"S'pose you didn't have nobody. S'pose you couldn't go into the bunk house and play rummy 'cause you were black... A guy needs somebody - to be near him... I tell ya a guy gets too lonely an' he gets sick."

The only time he mixes with the ranch hands socially is when they pitch horseshoes - and then he beats everyone!

He has his own room near the stables and has a few possessions. He has books, which show he is intelligent and an old copy of the California Civil Code, which suggests he is concerned about his rights.

He has seen many men come and go, all dreaming of buying a piece of land, but is now cynical, as no one has ever achieved it.
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The Boss

Carlson

A ranch-hand, Carlson complains bitterly about 

Candy’s old, smelly dog. He convinces Candy to 

put the dog out of its misery. When Candy 

finally agrees, Carlson promises to execute the 

task without causing the animal any suffering. 

Later, George uses Carlson’s gun to shoot 

Lennie.

The stocky, well-dressed man in charge of the 

ranch, and Curley’s father. He is never named 

and appears only once, but seems to be a fair-

minded man. Candy happily reports that the 

boss once delivered a gallon of whiskey to the 

ranch-hands on Christmas Day.

Learning Objective: To explore some of the characters of the novel
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Carlson

A ranch-hand, Carlson complains bitterly about Candy’s old, smelly dog. He convinces Candy to put the dog out of its misery. When Candy finally agrees, Carlson promises to execute the task without causing the animal any suffering. Later, George uses Carlson’s gun to shoot Lennie.

The stocky, well-dressed man in charge of the ranch, and Curley’s father. He is never named and appears only once, but seems to be a fair-minded man. Candy happily reports that the boss once delivered a gallon of whiskey to the ranch-hands on Christmas Day.

Learning Objective: To explore some of the characters of the novel
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•

He is a small man, but has brains and a quick wit.

•

He has been a good friend to Lennie, ever since he 

promised Lennie's Aunt Clara that he would care for 

him. He looks after all Lennie's affairs, such as 

carrying his work card, and tries to steer him out of 

potential trouble.

•

He needs Lennie as a friend, not only because 

Lennie's strength helps to get them both jobs, but so 

as not to be lonely. His threats to leave Lennie are 

not really serious. He is genuinely proud of Lennie.

•

He shares a dream with Lennie to own a piece of 

land and is prepared to work hard to build up the 

money needed to buy it.

•

"...with us it ain't like that. We got a future. We got 

somebody to talk to that gives a damn about us. We 

don't have to sit in no bar room blowin' in our jack 

'jus because we got no place else to go. If them 

other guys gets in jail they can rot for all anybody 

gives a damn. But not us."

•

He is honest with people he trusts. For example, he 

tells Slim that he used to play tricks on Lennie when 

they were young, but now feels guilty about it as 

Lennie nearly drowned.
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He needs Lennie as a friend, not only because Lennie's strength helps to get them both jobs, but so as not to be lonely. His threats to leave Lennie are not really serious. He is genuinely proud of Lennie.
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•

He is a big man, in contrast to his name.

•

He has limited intelligence, so he relies on George to 

look after him. He copies George in everything George 

does and trusts George completely.

•

"Behind him (George) walked his opposite, a huge 

man, shapeless of face, with large, pale eyes, with 

wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, 

dragging his feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws. 

His arms did not swing at his sides, but hung loosely."

•

He shares a dream with George to own a piece of 

land. Lennie's special job would be to tend the rabbits.

•

He likes to pet soft things, like puppies and dead mice. 

We know this got him into trouble in Weed when he 

tried to feel a girl's soft red dress: she thought he was 

going to attack her.

•

He can be forgetful - George continually has to remind 

him about important things.

•

He is very gentle and kind, and would never harm 

anyone or anything deliberately.

•

He is extremely strong: he can work as well as two 

men at bucking barley.

•

He is often described as a child or an animal - he 

drinks from the pool like a horse and his huge hands 

are described as paws.
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He is a big man, in contrast to his name.

He has limited intelligence, so he relies on George to look after him. He copies George in everything George does and trusts George completely.

"Behind him (George) walked his opposite, a huge man, shapeless of face, with large, pale eyes, with wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws. His arms did not swing at his sides, but hung loosely."

He shares a dream with George to own a piece of land. Lennie's special job would be to tend the rabbits.

He likes to pet soft things, like puppies and dead mice. We know this got him into trouble in Weed when he tried to feel a girl's soft red dress: she thought he was going to attack her.

He can be forgetful - George continually has to remind him about important things.

He is very gentle and kind, and would never harm anyone or anything deliberately.

He is extremely strong: he can work as well as two men at bucking barley.

He is often described as a child or an animal - he drinks from the pool like a horse and his huge hands are described as paws.
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