1. Why does Steinbeck begin and end the novella in the same place? 
2. In Chapter 1, Steinbeck mentions a heron, rabbits and other animals. What might these images symbolise? 
3. In Chapter 6, Steinbeck then describes how a heron kills a water snake.  What is the significance of this image?  What does it represent?  What does it foreshadow?
4. “Ain’t you gonna give me hell?”  Why do you think Lennie wants George to do this at this point in the novel? How does Steinbeck present George here? 
5. ‘The wind waves flowed up the green pool’. Comment on Steinbeck’s choice of image here, as the men get nearer to George and Lennie.
6. Why do you think George talks about the farm as he shoots Lennie?  How does this conclude the theme of ‘dreams’? 
7. Comment on Slim’s reaction to what George has done. How is this consistent with his character throughout?  Link this to the shooting of Candy’s dog. 
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