Jekyll and Hyde context

	Introduction to Romanticism

· Romanticism is an artistic and philosophical movement that redefined the ways in which people in Western cultures thought about themselves and about their world. 

· Romanticism was not concerned with things popularly thought of as "romantic," although love was occasionally the subject of Romantic art. 
· Well known Romantics include John Keats, William Wordsworth and Samuel Coleridge. 
Historical Considerations 

· The strongholds for the Romantic Movement were England and Germany.

· In England, Romanticism began in the 1770's and continued into the second half of the 19th century. 

· So, the early Romantic period coincided with what is often called the "age of revolutions"--including, of course, the American (1776) and the French (1789) revolutions--an age of upheavals in political, economic, and social traditions, the age which witnessed the Industrial Revolution. 

· A revolutionary energy was also at the core of Romanticism, which quite consciously set out to transform not only the theory and practice of poetry (and all art), but the very way we see the world. 




Imagination 

	· The imagination was elevated to a position as the supreme faculty of the mind. This contrasted with the traditional arguments for the importance of reason. 

· The Romantics tended to present the imagination as a dynamic and active power. 

· Imagination was viewed as the power for creating all art. 

· The bringing together of opposites was a central ideal for the Romantics. Imagination was celebrated as the ultimate synthesizing faculty, enabling humans to bring together differences in the world of appearance.

· Imagination enabled us to "read" nature as a system of symbols. 


	Nature 

· "Nature" was celebrated and was often presented as itself a work of art, constructed by a divine imagination. 

· Nature was viewed as a healing power, as a refuge from the artificial constructs of civilization. It was viewed as "organic," rather than, as in the scientific or rationalist view, as a system of "mechanical" laws. 


	Symbolism and Myth 

· Symbolism and myth were given great prominence in the Romantic conception of art. They were valued because they could simultaneously suggest many things. 


	                                 Emotion 

· Romantics generally called for greater attention to the emotions as a necessary supplement to purely logical reason. When this emphasis was applied to the creation of poetry, a very important shift of focus occurred. Wordsworth's definition of all good poetry as "the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" marks a turning point in literary history. 

 


	               Individualism: The Romantic Hero 

· The Romantics asserted the importance of the individual, the unique, even the eccentric. Romantics generally rejected absolute systems, whether of philosophy or religion, in favor of the idea that each person (and humankind collectively) must create the system by which to live. 


