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Literary quotations

Veltin my heart a wicked,
buming desire

And found no end, in
wandring mazes lost

Every suggestion that horror
could inspire rushed into
her mind.

a foul thing is it by my
feith, To seye this word,
and fouler is the dede

Only to wonder at unlawiul
things

suggested even more terrors
than her reason could
justify.

for the first ime in my
innocent and confined
life, I sensed in myself a
potentiality for corruption

and | foresaw obscurely
that | was destined to
become the most wretched
of human beings.

she stood for some
‘moments waiting a
returing gleam, but the
obscurity continued

Critical quotations

‘The genre s about excess
[.-] excessive imagery,
excessive thetoric,
excessive narative, and
excessive affect.

the wild landscapes,
the ruined castles and
abbeys, the dark, dank
labyrinths, the marvellous,
supernatural events, distant
times and customs

it plots still emain
exorbitant, pling incident
upon incident fo its own
sake, and its settings are
still overcharged with a
fearsome and brooding
atmosphere

this basic function of the
genre, which is to scare
its readers and viewers in
enjoyable ways

the literary Gothic has
been concemed with
uncertainties of character
positioning and instabilties
of knowledge

Terror [ awakens the
facules to a high degree
of life; [Horror] contracts,
freezes and nearly
anniilates them

thus ghosts and hauntings
are figures arising from our
psychological past, figures
of fear that we thought we
had banished but which
continue to live on inside:

Where the classical was
well ordered, the Gothic
was chaotic; .. where
the classics offered a world
of clear rules and limits,
Gothic represented excess
and exaggeration

a popular rather than a
“high' genre; [...] a popular
genre, the first developed
for a modem mass-market
its authors and readers are
more lkely to be women
than men|
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