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Bitesize
: 
She is described at the start as "a pretty girl in her early twenties, very pleased with life and rather excited."
Even though she seems very playful at the opening, we know that she has had suspicions about Gerald when she mentions "last summer, when you never came near me." Does this suggest that she is not as naive and shallow as she first appears?
Although she has probably never in her life before considered the conditions of the workers, she shows her 
compassion
immediately
 she hears of her father's treatment of Eva Smith: "But these girls aren't cheap labour - they're people."Already, she is starting to change.
She is horrified by her own part in Eva's story. She feels full of 
guilt
 for her jealous actions and blames herself as "really responsible."
She is very 
perceptive
: she realises that Gerald knew Daisy Renton from his reaction, the moment the Inspector mentioned her name. At the end of Act II, she is the first to realise Eric's part in the story. Significantly, she is the first to wonder who the Inspector really is, saying to him, 'wonderingly', "I don't understand about you." She warns the others "he's giving us the rope - so that we'll hang ourselves" (Act II) and, near the end, is the first to consider whether the Inspector may not be real.
She is 
curious.
 She genuinely wants to know about Gerald's part in the story. It's interesting that she is not angry with him when she hears about the affair: she says that she respects his honesty. She is becoming 
more mature.
She is 
angry
 with her parents in Act 3 for trying to "pretend that nothing much has happened." Sheila says "It frightens me the way you talk:" she cannot understand how they cannot have learnt from the evening in the same way that she has. She is seeing her parents in a new, unfavourable light.
At the end of the play, Sheila is much 
wiser.
 She can now judge her parents and Gerald from a new perspective, but the greatest change has been in 
herself
: her social conscience has been awakened and she is aware of her responsibilities. The Sheila who had a girl dismissed from her job for a trivial reason has vanished forever.
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Question 15

[AT5] How does Samuels present relationships between mothers and daughters in
Kindertransport? (30 marks)

OR

Question 16

How does Samuels use children’s books and toys in Kindertransport?

J.B. Priestley: An Inspector Calls

EITHER

Question 17

s in the play. (30 marks)
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Sheila Birling

"I'm sorry Daddy. In fact I was listening.”

(Sheila Birling)
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Character profiles

Gerald

« tries to keep secrets
“where did you get the
idea that | did know
her?” (p.33)

» admits when he
knows he’s been
caught “alright — | did
for a time” (p.38)

Eric

* hides in the shadows
“we don’t need to tell
the Inspector about
that, do we?” (p.16)

* does things without
thinking “suddenly |
felt | just had to laugh”
(p-3)

Inspector

« firm, in control “| think
you'd better stay here”
(p.22)

« delves into things “when
did this affair end?” (p.38)
* scornful “then surveys
them sardonically” (p.56)

Birling

* protective of Sheila “|
really must protest - ” (p.37)
* business-minded “| speak
as a hard-headed business
man” (p. 6)

« thinks he knows it all
“absolutely unsinkable”

(p-7)

Moon

Sheila

« sarcastic, talks back
to Birling and Gerald
“‘we haven’t had any
details yet” (p.38)

« takes responsibility “it
was | who got the girl
turned out” (p.37)

Mrs B.

* protective of Sheila “it
would be much better
if Sheila didn’t listen to
this story at all” (p.34)
» worried about
manners “there’s no
need to be disgusting”
(p-35)





image4.jpeg




image5.png
Thinking characters

* Find 6 key quotes by your character which show
how your character develops throughout the
play (2 per Act)

* Annotate your six quotations explaining how
they reveal your character’s development (how
your character changes throughout the play





