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Bitesize
: 
She is described at the start as "about fifty, a rather cold woman and her husband's social superior."
She is a 
snob
, very aware of the differences between social classes. She is irritated when Mr 
Birling
 makes the social gaffe of praising the cook in front of Gerald and later is very dismissive of Eva, saying "Girls of that class."
She has the least respect for the Inspector of all the characters. She tries - unsuccessfully - to intimidate him and force him to leave, then lies to him when she claims that she does not recognise the photograph that he shows her.
She sees Sheila and Eric still as "
children"and
 speaks patronisingly to them.
She 
tries to deny things
 that she doesn't want to believe: Eric's drinking, Gerald's affair with Eva, and the fact that a working class girl would refuse money even if it was stolen, claiming "She was giving herself ridiculous airs."
She admits she was "prejudiced" against the girl who applied to her committee for help and saw it as her "duty" to refuse to help her. Her narrow sense of morality dictates that the father of a child should be responsible for its welfare, regardless of circumstances.
At the end of the play, she has had to come to terms that her son is a heavy drinker who got a girl pregnant and stole money to support her, her daughter will not marry a good social 'catch' and that her own reputation within the town will be sullied. Yet, like her husband, she refuses to believe that she did anything wrong and doesn't accept responsibility for her part in Eva's death.
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J.B. Priestley : An Inspector Calls

OR

Question 17

1(7 In Act 2 of An Inspector Calls, Sheila says to her mother, Mrs Birling, “But we really must
stop these silly pretences”.

How does Priestley show, in his presentation of Mrs Birling, that she often pretends to be
something she is not? (30 marks)
SPaG: (4 marks)

OR

Question 18

18 How important do you think social class is in An Inspector Calls and how does Priestley
present ideas about social class? (30 marks)
SPaG: (4 marks)
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Character profiles

Gerald

« tries to keep secrets
“where did you get the
idea that | did know
her?” (p.33)

» admits when he
knows he’s been
caught “alright — | did
for a time” (p.38)

Eric

* hides in the shadows
“we don’t need to tell
the Inspector about
that, do we?” (p.16)

* does things without
thinking “suddenly |
felt | just had to laugh”
(p-3)

Inspector

« firm, in control “| think
you'd better stay here”
(p.22)

« delves into things “when
did this affair end?” (p.38)
* scornful “then surveys
them sardonically” (p.56)

Birling

* protective of Sheila “|
really must protest - ” (p.37)
* business-minded “| speak
as a hard-headed business
man” (p. 6)

« thinks he knows it all
“absolutely unsinkable”

(p-7)

Moon

Sheila

« sarcastic, talks back
to Birling and Gerald
“‘we haven’t had any
details yet” (p.38)

« takes responsibility “it
was | who got the girl
turned out” (p.37)

Mrs B.

* protective of Sheila “it
would be much better
if Sheila didn’t listen to
this story at all” (p.34)
» worried about
manners “there’s no
need to be disgusting”
(p-35)





image3.png
Mrs Birling

"When you are married you'll realize that
men with important work to do sometimes
have to spend nearly all their time and
energy on business."

(Mrs Birling)
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Thinking characters

* Find 6 key quotes by your character which show
how your character develops throughout the
play (2 per Act)

* Annotate your six quotations explaining how
they reveal your character’s development (how
your character changes throughout the play





