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Bitesize
: 
He is described as "an attractive chap about thirty, rather too 
manly
 to be a dandy but very much the easy well-bred man-about-town."
He is an 
aristocrat
 - the son of Lord and Lady Croft. We realise that they are not over-impressed by Gerald's engagement to Sheila because they declined the invitation to the dinner.
He is not as willing as Sheila to admit his part in the girl's death to the Inspector and initially pretends that he never knew her. Is he a bit like Mr 
Birling
, wanting to protect his own interests?
He did have some genuine feeling for Daisy Renton, however: he is very moved when he hears of her death. He tells Inspector Goole that he arranged for her to live in his friend's flat "because I was sorry for her;" she became his mistress 
because"She
 was young and pretty and warm-hearted - and intensely grateful."
Despite this, in Act 3 he tries to come up with as much evidence as possible to prove that the Inspector is a fake - because that would get him off the hook. It is Gerald who confirms that the local force has no officer by the name of 
Goole,
 he who realises it may not have been the same girl and he who finds out from the infirmary that there has not been a suicide case in months. He seems to throw his energies into "protecting" himself rather 
than"changing
" himself (unlike Sheila).
At the end of the play, he has not changed. He has not gained a new sense of social responsibility, which is why Sheila (who has) is unsure whether to take back the engagement ring.
)
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Thinking characters

* Find 6 key quotes by your character which show
how your character develops throughout the
play (2 per Act)

* Annotate your six quotations explaining how
they reveal your character’s development (how
your character changes throughout the play
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Gerald Croft

"Hear, hear! And T think my father would
agree to that."

(Gerald Croft)
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J.B. Priestley: An Inspector Calls

EITHER

Question 17

Arthur Birling says, ‘If we were all responsible for everything that happened to everybody

we’d had anything to do with, it would be very awkward, wouldn't it?’

How does Priestley present ideas about responsibility in An Inspector Calls? (30 marks)

OR

Question 18

How do you respond to Gerald in An Inspector Calls? How does Priestley make you
respond as you do by the ways he writes? (30 marks)

Dennis Kelly: DNA
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Character profiles

Gerald

« tries to keep secrets
“where did you get the
idea that | did know
her?” (p.33)

» admits when he
knows he’s been
caught “alright — | did
for a time” (p.38)

Eric

* hides in the shadows
“we don’t need to tell
the Inspector about
that, do we?” (p.16)

* does things without
thinking “suddenly |
felt | just had to laugh”
(p-3)

Inspector

« firm, in control “| think
you'd better stay here”
(p.22)

« delves into things “when
did this affair end?” (p.38)
* scornful “then surveys
them sardonically” (p.56)

Birling

* protective of Sheila “|
really must protest - ” (p.37)
* business-minded “| speak
as a hard-headed business
man” (p. 6)

« thinks he knows it all
“absolutely unsinkable”

(p-7)

Moon

Sheila

« sarcastic, talks back
to Birling and Gerald
“‘we haven’t had any
details yet” (p.38)

« takes responsibility “it
was | who got the girl
turned out” (p.37)

Mrs B.

* protective of Sheila “it
would be much better
if Sheila didn’t listen to
this story at all” (p.34)
» worried about
manners “there’s no
need to be disgusting”
(p-35)
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