 (
Bitesize
: 
Of course, we never see Eva Smith on stage in the play: we only have the evidence that the Inspector and the 
Birlings
 give us.
The Inspector, Sheila Gerald and Eric all say that she was "pretty." Gerald describes her as "very pretty - soft brown hair and big dark eyes."
Her parents were dead.
She came from outside 
Brumley
: Mr 
Birling
 speaks of her being "country-bred."
She was working class.
The Inspector says that she had kept a sort of diary, which helped him piece together the last two years of her life:
However, in Act 3 we begin to wonder whether Eva ever really existed. Gerald says, "We've no proof it was the same photograph and therefore no proof it was the same girl." 
Birling
 
adds
, "There wasn't the slightest proof that this Daisy Renton really was Eva Smith." Yet the final phone call, announcing that a police inspector is shortly to arrive at the 
Birlings
' house to investigate the suicide of a young girl, makes us realise that maybe Eva Smith did exist after all. What do you think?
Think about Eva's name. 
Eva
 is similar to 
Eve
, the first woman created by God in the Bible. 
Smith
 is the most common English surname. So, 
Eva Smith
 could
 
represent
 every woman of her class.
) (
Find 6 
key quotes
 about your character which show 
how our understanding of your character develops throughout the play
 (2 per Act)
Annotate your six quotations explaining how they reveal how our understanding of your character changes throughout the play
)[image: ] (
She was honest and had a sense of moral duty: 
'Yes, that was the worst of it all. She wouldn't take any more'
 (Act Three)
She was 
attractive to people who would take advantage of her: 
'She was a lively good looking girl...'
 (Act One)
)[image: ][image: Eva Smith is meant to be very pretty, with soft brown hair and big dark eyes.]
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Howdoes Priestley present Eva Smith in An Inspector Calls?
Write about:

© Whatpeople say about Eva
 Howthe other charactersinteracted with Eva
+ The methods Priestley uses to presenteva
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Eva smith is the reason for the on-stage investigation:
"Two hours ago, a young woman died in the infirmary...* (Act One),
And Edna is therefore another potentially vulnerable young woman

‘Throughout the play, Eva Smith, to the audience appears to be a real person: I told the girl
to clear out, and she went (Act One) however, as the play draws to a close, it may seem
that Eva smith is not, and never was a real person at all. ‘And how do we know she was
really Eva Smith or Daisy Renton?' (Act Three), but just a representation, a symbolic idea,
or a political view.

Priestley uses dramatic irony in this play. as the audience seem to know a great deal about
Eva Smith who never appears on stage, but very litle about the mysterious character of
Edna, who does appear on stage during the play. Edna is quite literally a person who does
not exist to the other characters on stage. 'All right Edna, show him in here. Give us some
more light' (Act One)

Edna s ordered around on stage, and never given any grafitude by her employees. When
Edna s spoken to, she is not important enough to the rest of the family, to be spoken to
with any manners

Eva Smith does not appear on stage at all throughout the play: as her character appears to
have been 'illed off:

"They did everything they could for her, but she died. Suicide of course' (Act One),
therefore the audience only hear about her through other characters in the play. The
‘audience can therefore come to the conclusion that she was an attractive young girl

'She was a lively good looking girl " (Act One), who was orphaned as a child, but who was.
taken advantage of by those around her. This links directly to Edna's who the Biriing family
seem to take for granted. The family, mainly Mr and Mrs Birling give the impression that
they would not much care if Edna were to disappear, and they wouid only replace her. with
no sympathy, anxiousness, or sadness.

Eva Smith appears to have been realistic about her status and situation, and even though it
seems she may have felt something genuine for Gerald, even love, she never attempted to
hold on to him. Eva Smith is portrayed as a very self-respecting, and dignified character.
She also refused to accept stolen money from Eric;

"Yes, that was the worst of it all. She wouldn't take any more' (Act Three), showing her
honesty. and a sense of moral duty. Eva Smith was a genuine person, who seems to have
committed suicide as an act of complete desperation and misery.

The name Eva Smith can be interpreted, as anonymous, as the name Smith is often used
when people prefer to remain unidentified. This could mean that Eva Smith was an
unknown, a girl who nobody cared for, and presently nobody mourned for.

In the play. Priestley changes Eva Smiths name to Daisy Renton, after she was dismissed
from her employment at Miwards. Her name is once again allegorical, as the plant daisy, is
 pretty weed. with bright colours, nonetheless it is disposed of as soon as possible. as
people do not want them around. Her surname; Renton aiso implies that she had to turn to
prostitution to survive. She ‘rented her body, for money that would just about feed her.

In a way. Edna is responsible for bringing the Inspector into the Birlings' lives, as she
‘opened the door. and brought him in_ Edna is not recognised by the family, and is only
seen as a functionary. She is dispensable to the family. as of course was Eva Smith. In the,
play. Edna has no personality, and she of no importance to anybody. The audience can
‘assume that Edna has no family ties or friends, and the Birling family are likely o be her
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