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Bitesize
: 
He is described at the start as "in his early twenties, not quite at ease, half shy, half assertive."
Eric seems 
embarrassed and 
awkward
right
 from the start. The first mention of him in the script is "Eric suddenly guffaws," and then he is unable to explain his laughter, as if he is nervous about something. (It is not until the final act that we realise this must be because of his having stolen some money.) There is another awkward moment when Gerald, 
Birling
 and Eric are chatting about women's love of clothes before the Inspector arrives. Do you feel that there is tension in Eric's relationship with his father?
It soon becomes clear to us (although it takes his parents longer) that he is 
a
hardened
 drinker
. Gerald admits, "I have gathered that he does drink pretty hard."
When he hears how his father sacked Eva Smith, he supports the worker's cause, like Sheila. "Why shouldn't they try for higher wages?"
He feels 
guilt and frustration
 with himself over his relationship with the girl. He cries, "Oh - my God! - how stupid it all is!" as he tells his story. He is horrified that his thoughtless actions had such consequences.
He had some innate 
sense of responsibility
, though, because although he got a woman pregnant, he was concerned enough to give her money. He was obviously less worried about stealing (or 'borrowing' from his father's office) than he was about the girl's future. So, was Eric, initially, the most socially aware member of the 
Birling
 family?
He is appalled by his parents' inability to admit their own responsibility. He tells them forcefully, "I'm ashamed of you." When 
Birling
 tries to threaten him in Act III, Eric is
 
aggressive in return: "I don't give a damn now." Do you think Eric has ever stood up to his father in this way before?
At the end of the play, like Sheila, he is fully aware of his social responsibility. He is not interested in his parents' efforts to cover everything up: as far as he is concerned, the important thing is that a girl is dead. "We did her in all right."
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Thinking characters

* Find 6 key quotes by your character which show
how your character develops throughout the
play (2 per Act)

* Annotate your six quotations explaining how
they reveal your character’s development (how
your character changes throughout the play
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J.B. Priestley: An Inspector Calls

EITHER

Question 17
How does Priestley present Eric in An Inspector Calls?
Write about
« what Eric says and does
o how other char respond to him

* the methods Priestley uses to present Eric.

OR

Question 18

Write about the differences between S bil Birling in the play An In
¢

‘You should write about:
« what they say and do

o their different attitudes
* the methods Priestley uses to pres ieila and

Turn over for the next question
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To what extent is it possible to
feel sympathy for Eric?

In A1 Mr Birling describes himself
as a ‘hard-headed practical man of
business’. How far do you agree
with this statement? Refer closely
to his words and actions.
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Eric Birling

"I don't know - really. Suddenly T felt I
just had to laugh.”

(Eric Birling)
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Character profiles

Gerald

« tries to keep secrets
“where did you get the
idea that | did know
her?” (p.33)

» admits when he
knows he’s been
caught “alright — | did
for a time” (p.38)

Eric

* hides in the shadows
“we don’t need to tell
the Inspector about
that, do we?” (p.16)

* does things without
thinking “suddenly |
felt | just had to laugh”
(p-3)

Inspector

« firm, in control “| think
you'd better stay here”
(p.22)

« delves into things “when
did this affair end?” (p.38)
* scornful “then surveys
them sardonically” (p.56)

Birling

* protective of Sheila “|
really must protest - ” (p.37)
* business-minded “| speak
as a hard-headed business
man” (p. 6)

« thinks he knows it all
“absolutely unsinkable”

(p-7)

Moon

Sheila

« sarcastic, talks back
to Birling and Gerald
“‘we haven’t had any
details yet” (p.38)

« takes responsibility “it
was | who got the girl
turned out” (p.37)

Mrs B.

* protective of Sheila “it
would be much better
if Sheila didn’t listen to
this story at all” (p.34)
» worried about
manners “there’s no
need to be disgusting”
(p-35)
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