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GCSE English Literature Assessment Objective

What this means

AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts. This AO focuses on two areas of ‘response’:
. e the student’s response to the text - the
Students should be able to: extent to which they understand the text
* maintain a critical style and develop an and its meaning(s) to them as reader
informed personal response e the student’s response to the task - the
e use textual references, including extent to which they produce a coherent
quotations, to support and illustrate response, supported with references to
interpretations. the text.

AO2 | Analyse the language, form and structure This AO focuses on writer’s craft: how the
used by a writer to create meanings and writer has communicated meanings to the
effects, using relevant subject terminology reader.
where appropriate.

Ideally students will use subject terminology
as a ‘shorthand’ to scaffold their analysis of
craft.

AO3 | Show understanding of the relationships AO8 is the understanding of the relationship
between texts and the contexts in which they | between the ideas in the text and the
were written. contexts of the text, such as:

e the context in which the text was written

e the context within which the text is set
(location/social structures and features/
cultural contexts/periods in time)

e literary contexts such as genres

e the contexts in which texts are engaged
with by different audiences.

AO4 | Use arange of vocabulary and sentence This AO focuses on the student’s use of

structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with
accurate spelling and punctuation.

technical accuracy to communicate ideas to
the reader.





