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Victorian Attitudes: 
Science was scary
People had two sides – one respectable and fair, the other mean and evil
If you couldn’t explain something, it was God’s work
It was important to hide some aspects of your personality and seem respectable at all times
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+ In 1859 Charles Darwin published The Origin of Species. This book
became famous for introducing the Theory of Evolution to the public.

* His theory had two main ideas: natural selection- where animals with

beneficial qualities reproduce more and that we evolve (change, grow
and adapt).

 This directly opposed Christianity and the idea of God's creation.
Could it be true? Where we really descended from apes rather than
created in God's image? Victorians were not sure.
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+ Many people saw it as an attack on religion, because the book made
it impossible to believe that God created the world in seven days.

+ Darwin put forward the theory that all life, including humans, has
evolved from more primitive forms.

+ The book's release came at a time when many people saw science

and a belief in religion and the supernatural as being at odds with
each another.

+ Alot felt they had to choose between the two. And many believed
that science had become dangerous and was meddling in matters
which only God had control over.
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« Closely linked to the Victorians' increasing sense of the conflict z5
between science and religion was the idea that humans have a g

dual nature.

« Victorians were ‘respectable’ people. Reputation was considere
very important and people were expected to repress some of their
more ‘natural’ instincts. (sexuality/ violence)

+ On the one hand, they saw the calm, rational, everyday normality
of family life and employment; on the other, fantasies, nightmares,
anger and violence.

« It was the explainable versus the inexplicable; the natural versus
the supernatural; good versus evil. This is the duality the novel
explores.
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Yet in a century seemingly built on
reason there arose a profound
interest in the supernatural. Even a
new technology was coupled with
the public's interest in ghosts as
“spirit photographs,” clever fakes
created by using double exposures,
became popular novelty items.





